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Key Considerations

• Who is your audience

• What questions are you answering?

• Why should the audience care?

• What are your major insights and surprises?

• What change do you want to affect?

Communication
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Don’t make them think!

Communication

• The audience does not want to spend cognitive energy on 
dissecting and decoding your intended message. 

• Lead them through the major steps of your story.

• Point out interesting key facts and insights using captions

and annotations
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Communication
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Communication
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Communication
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Communication



CS109A, PROTOPAPAS, RADER, TANNER 9

Final Takeaways

• How you choose to display your data greatly influences how 

people interpret the data

• Humans are visual, emotional creations; make graphs that don’t 

make others feel confused, insulted, etc.

• Your graphs should illicit good feelings and effectively convey 

your narrative
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Suggested Python Packages

• Matplotlib

• Seaborn

• plotly

• ggplot
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Further Good Examples

• https://www.nytimes.com/ tends to have incredibly high-quality 
visualizations that convey information seamlessly

• https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisbeautiful/

• fivethirtyeight.com

https://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisbeautiful/
http://fivethirtyeight.com/
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https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2016-election-forecast/

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2016-election-forecast/
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https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2020-election-forecast/

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2020-election-forecast/
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https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2020-election-forecast/

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2020-election-forecast/
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Exercise time!


